
Teaching Evaluations Sarah H. Bana

Teaching Evaluation Scores

1. The instructor’s (teaching assistant’s) mastery of the subject appears to be:

1. Excellent

2. Very Good

3. Good

4. Fair

5. Poor

2. The instructor’s (teaching assistant’s) ability to explain the material is:

1. Excellent

2. Very Good

3. Good

4. Fair

5. Poor

1



The following document contains comments from the two quarters I served as instructor of record, 
and the most recent quarter as a teaching assistant. Additional evaluation comments from prior 
quarters and/or the original scans of these documents are available upon request.  

 

Winter 2016 – Introduction to Econometrics, Instructor of Record 

Question #1: What aspects of teaching does this instructor do particularly well? What suggestions 
would you make for improvement of this instructor's teaching? 

 Prof Bana was wonderful. My only regret is that due to my busy Monday - Wednesday schedule 
I was often half asleep during lecture. I would like to let Sarah know that it through no fault of 
her own and I meant no disrespect. I feel so fortunate to have had her as my instructor.  

 Goes over material in depth, good instructor, cares about students 
 Very clear! Super enthusiastic and helpful 
 Making concepts tangible to real world examples 
 Explains all questions. Very flexible and understanding. Sometimes initial explanations are 

unclear 
 Very enthusiastic, knows material in depth. Always willing to help. Prompt and dedicated 

responses to emails 
 Explain question 
 Very clear in her explanations. Pace of the class was perfect. 
 Sarah clearly understands the material very well and does a good job explaining it in easy to 

understand terms. She makes herself readily and easily available to offer extra help outside of 
class 

 Very friendly and approachable. Breaks down concepts into understandable summaries 
 Very good at explaining topics and using the board for visualizations. More practice problems in 

lecture would be more helpful. Very helpful professor. 
 She explains complex ideas in an easy to understand way 
 Knew material very well 
 Goes over concepts clearly, slowly. Makes sure class is understanding. Ability to ask questions 
 Good at explaining all topics. Good lecturer. Don't spend as much time on doing proofs in class, 

post them in slides instead. 
 Thorough explanations doesn't solely follow PowerPoint. Good examples. Prepares us well for 

exams 
 Good job at explaining and really makes sure we all understand the concepts. SARAH is 

awesome!! 
 Very clear and organized. Comes prepared to class always. Willing to help.  
 Excellent response to student questions 
 Explains concepts well. Answers students questions. Gives good class examples. 
 Kept class involved, not too dry. 
 More explanation on E-views. Maybe a … test on how to use it in … of course 
 Explains concepts well. Does well engaging the class. Concepts can be simplified 
 She explains well and takes any questions. Will be great teach 



 Explain. Helpful 
 Tries hard to make sure students are familiar with material.  
 She explained difficult topics well. Used the board a lot which helped. Very nice and always 

helpful. No suggestions 
 Good at explaining, knows material really well. Provides plenty of examples. Fair grades and 

friendly. 
 Very open to class discussion and always takes time to answer questions in lecture. 
 Explaining very concepts clearly. In depth examples. Great willingness to answer all questions. 

Doing more problems in class 
 Very good explanations of complicated material. Makes it much easier to understand. Could 

improve teaching by going over more examples 
 Very good at taking questions. Clear explanations. Please get a textbook you like! 
 10 out of 10 
 Everything. She was a good instructor 
 Professor Bana is very clear during lectures, provides extensive resonates and is very fair with 

tests. 
 Very engaged 
 Clear explanations 
 She is excellent at explaining concepts from several different angles and applying them to real 

life instances. Always available to talk and discuss problems students may be having. Awesome! 
 She cares a lot for the students. Transparent on Gauchospace. Fair grading scale 
 Really nice go slower on slides =) 
 Extremely eloquent/excited abut the subject. Easy to approach outside of class. Hard for me to 

make suggestions because I particularly liked her teaching style 
 Sarah is a great professor. She goes through examples and wants her students to succeed. No 

suggestions to improve 
 The GOAT. Very helpful, explains difficult concepts in ways that are easy to understand. 
 She made the material approachable. 
 Good use of the board. Answers students questions 
 Explain very clear. Can show very good example. Really good teacher. She listen our advice 

which is really good. 
 Explains the material very well. Answers questions in a way that students can understand. 

Suggestions: have more review sessions 
 She is excited about the subject and cares to make sure everyone understands the problems at 

hand. 
 Great 
 Enthusiastic about material. Cares about students. Fair. Could work on explaining thing clearer, 

sometimes I felt more confused after the explanations 
 Professor Bana makes the material really interesting by including real world examples. She also 

knows the material so well that she was  able to easily explain it in multiple different ways. 
Maybe, more in class examples of problems 

 Everything. Super cool 
 Great explanations, passionate teacher 



 She does a good job making sure students understand the material. The tests are fair and she 
helps students review for them. 

 I would say that Sarah needs to go through things a little slower. She's extremely intelligent, but 
some of us (myself) are not. So, I need better teaching to understand 

 Very knowledgeable. Explains info well. 
 Sarah is able to "dumb down" the material and still allow us to gain mastery over the subject. 
 Clearly explain and communicate the material. Funny :) 
 Generally teaches well and good thing for providing previous exams. I feel like that sometimes 

example problems could be done more in class, especially proofs. 
 Do Well: Cater to people's needs. Be nice. Make class relevant. Answer questions. Advice: Flow 

better. Enjoy yourself! 
 Clear. Slow down 
 Knows material well. Slow down! 

 

Question #2: What aspects of the organization of this course were particularly good? What 
suggestions would you make for the improvement of the organization of the course? 

 Good examples, teaches it pretty well 
 Posting slides 
 Chapter divide 
 Content of the class was laid out in a clear manner. We knew what to expect but were still 

challenged. 
 Very organized class schedule. Lots of practice problems 
 The class was very well organized. But many difficult and repetitive concepts 
 None 
 Eviews HW was sometimes confusing 
 No homework - too lengthy and doesn't add value. Projects good 
 I enjoyed learning about regressions, a cool way to look at econ.  
 More practice problems 
 Work through more examples in class. Great at explaining concepts. Overwhelming how most of 

the HW and projects were assigned/due towards the end of the course, although some were 
dropped. 

 Good introduction to econometrics concepts. Sometimes a bit dry, perhaps more application 
problems would make the class more interesting.  

 Homework was very difficult to do if I wasn't walked through it. Wish there were more practice 
problems! 

 More preparations for how to complete HW assignments would be good. 
 Everything was online 
 Good amount of material. Manageable.  
 Not a fan of material in this class. Hard to grasp with limited Stats background 
 Passionate 
 Lessons built off of each other well. Taught at a good pace 
 Fair course, with a lot of wiggle room and opportunity to do well. Less scary than I expected 



 Could be used later with research topics 
 The actual presentation were a little pointless 
 Pace of class was perfect. More practice exams available to students.  
 Improvements: The homework was pretty much useless, in that I felt it did not help in preparing 

for the exams or improve my overall understanding of the content 
 Lecture slides being up is great.  
 Everything 
 Great previous material. No suggestions 
 More help/instructions with E-views. 
 Very practical to outside life. Stop with E-Views. No job uses E-Views, it uses another very similar 

program. More precise directions for homework 
 Started off slow which I liked at first but then all the rough material kind of hit at once. Not sure 

how to fix this but overall organized well! 
 Transparency 
 I felt like the pace of the class was too fast - too much material was crammed in 
 Tests could have been graded better - instead of grading hared to create a distribution, give 

harder questions 
 I did not like this course at all. As an accounting major, I do not think this should be a major 

class. Replace it with an accounting elective. The homework and the projects do not help. PSTAT 
109 had practice sets, that is what 140 should have! 

 Interesting topics, clear lectures 
 It was overall very fun and engaging! 
 Good availability outside of class.  
 PowerPoint need to be more detail on it if you can 
 Slides were very organized. Suggestions: have more TA's present to help with homework during 

lab hours 
 Explain how to use Eviews better in HW questions 
 Good 
 Very interesting analysis. Eviews doesn't seem relevant to learn 
 Organization was good but there is lots of stuff to learn so at times it went a bit fast 
 Organization is fine. Appropriate hw 
 Lectures were informative. More structure in HW 
 All of the material built upon itself well, and the order made a lot of sense 
 Slides on Gauchospace missing steps from what was went over in class 
 The course was very practical, which I like 
 Lecture good. Projects/HW seemed useless… The HW should be problem sets without a 

computer. Should be like a practice test that would have been way more helpful. 
 Well-paced (as hard as it may be), but built in a logical way. Not much can be done to the course 

itself.  
 All clear. Slow down 
 Organized well 

 



Spring 2016 – Introduction to Econometrics, Instructor of Record 

Question #1: What aspects of teaching does this instructor do particularly well? What suggestions 
would you make for improvement of this instructor's teaching? 

 I could tell that Sarah was passionate about econometrics and she really wanted us to 
understand the course. I thought she put a lot of preparation into the course and was helpful 
and approachable outside of class. The one thing she did that was confusing was she would use 
multiple different examples at the same time to explain a confusing concept (such as 
instrumental variables) which actually enhanced the confusing aspect of the concept 

 Explains concepts well. Very kind & engaging. Obviously understands materials 
 Sarah's enthusiasm about econometrics goes a long way. She has a solid knowledge and 

understanding on the subject matter. Though this may be due to the curriculum, she often 
rushes to cover the material in a fast manner. I would enjoy this class more if more time was 
spent in class to solidify my understanding of fewer topics rather than covering a large range. 

 Pros: Tries to make material understandable, knowledgeable about material, cares about 
students & their performance. Cons: Does not always explain things the best, but tries very hard 
to clarify 

 Good: Helps students learn and brings good enthusiasm to teaching. Suggestions: Make the 
notes less complicated and more steps on practice problems and fix practice problem mistakes 

 Very patient to explain! 
 Bana is very patient when answering questions 
 Good at prompting class discussion and participation 
 Well: Explaining material, friendly, exceptional knowledge. Improvement: Slow down 

sometimes, ask/check how students are doing with the new material mid lecture 
 She is not clear on topics. Came up with difficult (hard to understand) examples that confuses 

students even more… 
 Put more on the slides, too much writing by hand. Sometimes can't write all of it & need to 

review slides 
 Sarah cares about material and can see she is passionate. Lecture slides should have more 

explanations and info. Rather than use the whiteboard, she should use computer. It is often 
difficult to read the board 

 Slides are clean and organized, better than the other professors from which I've seen. Clickers 
are hard to read sometimes. More problems should be worked through in class. Review session 
is good 

 Good at giving examples. Could do better explaining & focusing on technical things we'd find on 
the test, not just abstract examples and taking too much time waiting for class to answer 
question. 

 She's good at answering students questions thoroughly enough to clarify understanding. 
Improvements: More information on lecture slides to help with review. Goes very fast in class 

 I don't think she did a good job at explaining the material. Was not clear about the "bigger 
picture" of the material and what it was we're trying to solve 

 Very well articulate in the concepts of the lecture. Maybe work more on organizing the lecture 
and perhaps summarize lecture in bullet points 



 She's great at explaining things in multiple diff ways when the class is having a hard time 
grasping new concepts. She's also good @ building up on the important concepts step by step 

 She does a great job at answering questions & makes sure the students understand the 
material. She was a great professor & was very helpful.  

 Good at giving examples. Takes the time to thoroughly explain concepts. Really helpful during 
office hours 

 PowerPoints help and writing equations on the board to go through helps significantly. 
However, although the PowerPoint is helpful, the font is very small to be seen even from the 
middle of the classroom. Also check the students understanding and explain more. Most of 
students are lost 

 Knows material well. Sometimes teaches fast 
 Moves very fast at times, slowing down could help. 
 She is very organized, knows the material well and does a great job of explaining things when 

the class is confused about a particular topic 
 Usually pretty good at answering students questions during lecture but some topics (serial 

correlation, most MT2 stuff) I felt like we went through way too quickly. She has very high 
expectations for exam grades 

 Really tries to help students, the tests have little relation to what we learned in class 
 Very engaging and relates many seemingly theoretical topics to real everyday life. Also good 

sense of humor 
 She seems to be very stoked on teaching and the subject. She cares about whether we actually 

understand it or not; that's cool 
 Helps us review materials in mid 2 
 She's amazing since she explains the materials in a professional manner 
 She could go more detail in some very important material. Her class is too fast. Too much 

material maybe. Think about reduce some material of this class 
 She is patient, she always explains the material until we understand 
 Thorough ppt slides, good explanation of subject material. Great teacher! Maybe go a little bit 

slower and provide some test question examples that are more similar to your testing style. ^ 
Review seshs! 

 She is very patient and care about student. Well organization. Clear speak. Really thanks her 
 She is very patient and care about student. Well organization. Clear speak. Really thanks her. 
 She knew what she was talking about and was always enthusiastic. Only suggestion would be to 

maybe slow down sometimes but based on the time available the pace was pretty appropriate.  
 Covers material well. Engaged with class. Passionate about subject 
 She teaches in very detail and provides lots of examples to help us to understand the concept. 

She has passion in the topics which also motivates us to learn. Just great 
 Enthusiasm and making lectures interesting is a plus. Working to accommodate the needs of 

students is good 
 She explains concepts pretty well. Knows the material well 
 She did a great job making sure that everyone understood the material before moving 
 Very organized and the written out examples were especially helpful. Many of the lectures felt 

rushed through, and she went very fast 



 Wants to be engaging which is great. Available for help. Having more practice problems to be 
worked through in class would be great. 

 Sarah is very patient and willing to go over concepts more thoroughly if we didn't understand. 
She explains concepts well and is a good lecturer. Clear speech 

 Using more easy examples to teach 
 Very enthusiastic and knowledgeable. Always has a good attitude. Makes class fun 
 Provides relevant examples/info to help understand material. Offers help and cares about 

teaching 
 She amazing. Nothing needs improvement. Her Sperry's are on point.  
 Gets the class involved and makes it a comfortable environment for discussion 
 Lecture is very clear and interesting 
 She is always well-prepared. The lecture slides and really helpful 
 Very open to questions. Willing to help/make sure everyone understands 
 Nothing explained very well, would write all over the board in a nonconsecutive order making it 

very hard to follow along. 
 Lecture is clear and well organized 
 Well planned lectures and good at explaining new topics - helps the class flow well 
 She provides extra review session 
 Very organized. More detailed PowerPoint slides 
 Writes out examples well on board but moves too quickly 
 Good preparation. Sometime, the professor went through the materials too fast. I know we 

have many materials to cover. But it's too fast for me. Overall, it's good! 
 Good 

 

Question #2: What aspects of the organization of this course were particularly good? What 
suggestions would you make for the improvement of the organization of the course? 

 Good examples, teaches it pretty well 
 Posting slides 
 Chapter divide 
 Content of the class was laid out in a clear manner. We knew what to expect but were still 

challenged. 
 Very organized class schedule. Lots of practice problems 
 The class was very well organized. But many difficult and repetitive concepts 
 None 
 Eviews HW was sometimes confusing 
 No homework - too lengthy and doesn't add value. Projects good 
 I enjoyed learning about regressions, a cool way to look at econ.  
 More practice problems 
 Work through more examples in class. Great at explaining concepts. Overwhelming how most of 

the HW and projects were assigned/due towards the end of the course, although some were 
dropped. 



 Good introduction to econometrics concepts. Sometimes a bit dry, perhaps more application 
problems would make the class more interesting.  

 Homework was very difficult to do if I wasn't walked through it. Wish there were more practice 
problems! 

 More preparations for how to complete HW assignments would be good. 
 Everything was online 
 Good amount of material. Manageable.  
 Not a fan of material in this class. Hard to grasp with limited Stats background 
 Passionate 
 Lessons built off of each other well. Taught at a good pace 
 Fair course, with a lot of wiggle room and opportunity to do well. Less scary than I expected 
 Could be used later with research topics 
 The actual presentation were a little pointless 
 Pace of class was perfect. More practice exams available to students.  
 Improvements: The homework was pretty much useless, in that I felt it did not help in preparing 

for the exams or improve my overall understanding of the content 
 Lecture slides being up is great.  
 Everything 
 Great previous material. No suggestions 
 More help/instructions with E-views. 
 Very practical to outside life. Stop with E-Views. No job uses E-Views, it uses another very similar 

program. More precise directions for homework 
 Started off slow which I liked at first but then all the rough material kind of hit at once. Not sure 

how to fix this but overall organized well! 
 Transparency 
 I felt like the pace of the class was too fast - too much material was crammed in 
 Tests could have been graded better - instead of grading hared to create a distribution, give 

harder questions 
 I did not like this course at all. As an accounting major, I do not think this should be a major 

class. Replace it with an accounting elective. The homework and the projects do not help. PSTAT 
109 had practice sets, that is what 140 should have! 

 Interesting topics, clear lectures 
 It was overall very fun and engaging! 
 Good availability outside of class.  
 PowerPoint need to be more detail on it if you can 
 Slides were very organized. Suggestions: have more TA's present to help with homework during 

lab hours 
 Explain how to use Eviews better in HW questions 
 Good 
 Very interesting analysis. Eviews doesn't seem relevant to learn 
 Organization was good but there is lots of stuff to learn so at times it went a bit fast 
 Organization is fine. Appropriate hw 
 Lectures were informative. More structure in HW 



 All of the material built upon itself well, and the order made a lot of sense 
 Slides on Gauchospace missing steps from what was went over in class 
 The course was very practical, which I like 
 Lecture good. Projects/HW seemed useless… The HW should be problem sets without a 

computer. Should be like a practice test that would have been way more helpful. 
 Well-paced (as hard as it may be), but built in a logical way. Not much can be done to the course 

itself.  
 All clear. Slow down 
 Organized well 
 I thought the way there was way too much material covered in this 10 week course. I know 

many students struggled to keep up with the material and that Sarah struggled to keep up with 
teaching everything on time. As a result, I think the student's level of material understanding 
and the quality of instruction went down a little bit 

 Only complaint is the lecture slides. I thought them to be not very informative on their own. Like 
if each slide was explained in person it would be understandable like in lecture. But on its own, 
they weren't great. Prof. White's slides were clearer, & easier to understand. Like every point 
was explained 

 Pros: Course was interesting & in-depth. Cons: Felt very dry a lot of times 
 Midterm structure was ok. The midterms themselves should be cleaner and easier to 

understand what the teacher wants 
 Might need a bigger space to write! 
 This course is relative to real world very useful and interesting 
 When working out problems do not make assumptions about our understanding (sometimes 

skips steps and has to back track) 
 End of course was more fun 
 Tests give everyone bad scores. No one feels confident in material if always getting Fs, even 

though the curve will give them a B or C 
 Room is way too small, hard to focus/see from back tables 
 Too much material to learn in 10 weeks. Why teach EVIEWS if STAT is more commonly used. 

More MCQ on exams 
 Liked that all lecture slides are posted. Sections should include more in depth explanation of 

topics that students struggle with 
 Course was good. Good material. No improvement suggestions 
 Course material was fine 
 Overall its interesting and I enjoyed the course 
 The PowerPoint slides and the sections were helpful 
 Presentations were some what helpful, the practice exams were also helpful. Thank you for your 

help. 
 The spread of TA/instructor office hours was good, I was able to get help if I needed. More 

explanation on how Eviews words might help 
 Didn't talk about Eviews much in class. Lab was confusing 



 Comp. Lab homework assignments are very difficult and time-consuming, and are not helpful. 
Homework assignments with practice problems similar to test questions would be far more 
helpful, as well as being possible to actually do at home 

 The homework and micro papers were a little bit difficult because we were not provided with 
adequate teaching regarding eviews 

 Have more time for MT2 topics 
 Eviews helps you learn, easier tests 
 The organization was TERRIBLE. HW and micropaper assignments were so disorganized. Work 

on that 
 There are plenty of past exams for us to practice before mid-terms and final. That's helpful 
 I like how the material builds off of E10 pretty well 
 It's good that this course has all the old exams: extra credit. Ppt… 
 Well organized 
 Well built 
 Make the test time longer please. Everything else was great 
 Starting with the basics and working up to more difficult concepts 
 The basic concepts (Weeks 1-3) were easy to understand. I had trouble learning the more 

difficult topics from her because she had trouble putting complex ideas and harder topics into 
simple language 

 Everything flowed into each other 
 N/A 
 Lots of available info 
 Every assignment was relevant. Interesting material 
 GauchoSpace was regulated well. Easy to keep updated on what's happening 
 Make tests more suitable to the time constraint 
 She will stop and clarify our questions on time 
 The TA sections would be more helpful if it's twice a week 
 More practice with application would have been nice 
 No complaints - keep up the good work! 
 Very helpful to have past exams 
 N/A 
 Good 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Winter 2018 – Introduction to Econometrics, Teaching Assistant 

Question #3: What aspects of teaching does this teaching assistant do particularly well? 

 She is a great communicator and always helps me find a solution without telling me the solution 
because she is great at understanding why the student is struggling and really breakdown that 
problem 

 Explaining things and being sympathetic about problems in the course 
 Clear and concise explanations with relevant programming examples. Everything is intuitive 
 Sarah's ability to break down complex economic topics is second to none. Her teaching style 

created a classroom environment that encouraged student engagement, questions, and 
attendance (at 8AM). I can't wait to read/see her contributions to the field of economics.  

 Really cares about her students, explains concepts in a simple and helpful way 
 She explains a complex idea so that it relates to something everyone can understand. She is 

extremely nice and cares about her students 
 Sarah makes sure we understand the material, not just do the work for credit. She is really good 

at communicating difficult concepts and ideas in a clear and effective manner 
 Clear explanation of the material 
 She knows everything. She also can figure out what somebody is trying to ask even if they word 

it poorly. Very good teacher. 
 Really helpful at explaining both conceptual/technical information! One of the best T.A.s I've 

had at UCSB 
 Sarah clearly and succinctly simplifies complicated subject material in a manner that I can easily 

understand. She cares about her students, shows a passion for the subject and knows the 
subject material very well. Thank you for a wonderful quarter.  

 Great at explaining concepts as well as the practical application. Sarah made herself available for 
any question 

 Very knowledgeable, able to explain concepts 
 I think she explains the material extremely well and does well to speak at the students level. She 

is extremely patient and doesn't get annoyed. She is happy to help and improve our 
understanding of the material 

 She knows the materials exceptionally well. Sometimes even when she doesn't know some 
aspects of the materials, she tries her best to find out the answers for us. Very good at 
answering in-depth questions. Caring about her students :)  

 Excellent knowledge and explanation of the subject. Very helpful when it comes to projects, 
homework, and concepts 

 Sarah is good at explaining things in an easier way and getting the students to understand for 
themselves. She doesn't just give answers but makes sure that we understand. She is very 
patient and open to answering any and all questions. I can tell that she really cares and is serious 
about her work 

 She goes above and beyond to help, is very clear at explaining, very fast at replying to emails. 
She cares very much about our understanding 

 Quick responses and very helpful 



 Sarah is an amazing TA. She responds to emails very quickly and is extremely approachable, 
accessible, and helpful in class. She would make an excellent professor (or any other job) - her 
mastery on econometrics is excellent 

 Great at explaining things in a clear and concise manner 
 Sarah is very good at explaining 
 Sarah is super patient and explains things very clearly. Even with her clear explanations, I'm 

sometimes still confused (econometrics is hard LOL) and when this happens she's always super 
patient and spends as much time with me as I need. Her passion for both economics and 
teaching is very apparent and she helped me in my abilities in econometrics as well as my 
confidence in my abilities to learn new and intimidating things 

 She makes sure that all the concepts are clear and helps us understand challenging aspects of 
the course. She is a boss and incredibly intelligent. She's crazy good at what she does and know 

 

Question #4: What suggestions would you make for improvement of the teaching assistant's 
teaching? 

 N/A 
 Nothing; kill it Sara 
 Keep up the good work! :D (Also bring an iron to class for my shirt collar) 
 Nothing! 
 Nothing! She's great 
 She is the best 
 None. Great TA 
 Nothing 
 N/A 
 No suggestions, probably the most helpful TA I've had 
 Maybe be a little less serious :p 
 NA 
 No need for improvement 
 N/A 
 No suggestions! She's great! 
 None 
 I don't honestly have any big suggestions for her to improve. At times, she assumed we all 

remembered some topics from 10A perfectly. There was a lot of tough material for us to review 
on our own so it may have been nice if she helped us to review some topics. However, I know 
this isn't her responsibility, it's her job to help us learn this class and review is our own 
responsibilities, but just one small thing that might have been nice.  

 N/A - She's funny and great at what she does! 


